
Principles of Prayer 
Lesson 5 “The Power of Words” 

I.  Introduction -  Introduction - We are in a series call “Principles of Prayer” because we began 
the year with 21 days of prayer and fasting.  Our goal is to seek the heart of God so we can co-
labor with him and see His will come to pass in the earth.  I’m believing God is sending 
reformation and a major key to that is prayer.  The will of God happens as we begin to pray.   

 A.  Review  

  1.  Jesus said my house will be called a house of prayer - Mark 11:17.     
  Throughout the series I’m teaching about different aspects about prayer we   
  need to understand to have a successful prayer life. 
  2.  So far we’ve looked at the purpose of prayer, fasting (quiet our senses), and the 
  authority of the believer. 

 B.  Tonight I want to go a little further into some things I alluded to last week and look at   
 “The Power of Words.”   

II.  The Power of Words 

 A.  God created the entire world and everything in it by speaking.  He created us in His   
 image as those who were designed to speak.  There is creative power in our words for   
 good or bad in our words.   

 B.  Proverbs 18:21 -  This passage says that life and death are in the power of the   
 tongue.  We have a power to speak life and change things for the better or we have the   
 power to speak death and change them for the worse.   

  1.  Joseph Prince example about the plant that was blessed and the one that was   
  cursed.  We release power in what we say. 
  2.  Proverbs 18:20 Everyone knows and quotes Proverbs 18:21, but verse 20 is   
  just as powerful.  How many of you are experiencing lack in some area of your   
  life?  This verse tells us why.  It says our belly shall satisfied the by the fruit our   
  lips and and by the production of our lips we shall be filled.     
   a.  This means if I’m hungry I need to speak.  My hunger is  a sign I   
   haven’t been speaking.     
   b.  This means I have lack, I need to speak 
   c.  This means if am sick, I need to speak.  

 C.  James 3:2-12  



  1.  Verse 2 - The word perfect means complete.  If I’m hungry it means I’m   
  complete.  This means I need to speak. 
  2.  Verse 3 We control a 2,000 lb horse with a little thing we put in our mouth.    
  We don’t try to overcome their body with brute strength, it’s impossible.  We do it 
  with their mouth.  Many of us focus on trying to control our circumstances, our   
  bodies, our emotions, our health and can’t because we aren’t controlling our   
  mouth.  If we’ll control our mouth the rest will get in line. 
  3.  Verse 4 Cruise ship example 
  5. Verses 9-12 We must allow fresh water to flow from our mouth.  God often   
  shows us problems in people because He wants us to pray for them, not to    
  criticize and curse them.  When we notice a problem in someone its an invitation   
  to the ministry of intercession. 

 D.  Words can change our heart 

  1.  Matthew 12:37 and Matthew 12:34 
  2.  Proverbs 45:1 Our tongue is the pen of the ready writer. 
  3.  Proverbs 7:3  We can write things on my heart. 
   
III.  Conclusion  

  A.  Have the room break up into groups and pray.   

 B.  Offering Verse - Galatians 6:7-9 

 C.  Pray Closing Prayer


