
2 Thessalonians: Return of the King 
Lesson 1: The Righteous Judgment of God 

I.  Introduction - Paul wrote the 2 Thessalonians in 51-52 A.D. shortly after writing the first 
letter to the church in Thessalonica.  

A. Interestingly, he covers many of the same topics he covered in the first letter so this leads 
to the question, why did he write it?  This is the key to understanding the letter. 

  1.  The main reason, Paul wrote this letter is to clear up confusion because of   
  erroneous teaching and flat out lies that had been spoken in the name of Paul   
  particularly around the return of Jesus.  It has a harsher tone than the first letter. 
  2.  Many theologians believe that a letter had been forged in Paul’s name and was   
  being circulated in Thessalonica.  This helps explain 2 Thessalonians 3:17.  
  3.  What was the erroneous teaching being taught?  That Jesus had already    
  returned.  Some teachers had taken things Paul taught in the first letter about the   
  day of the Lord and the catching away of the church and said this had already   
  happened she left many in the church confused and discouraged. 
  4.  Paul also had to readdress the issue of people in the church not working   
  because they believed since Jesus had already returned or was returning soon   
  there was no need to work any more.   

 B.  Why 2 Thessalonians is Relevant and Applicable to us Today 

  1.  It’s been said there are 2 extreme views on the End Times.  Some people don’t   
  want to study it all because there is so much disagreement and confusion around   
  the return of the Lord.  This is unhealthy because we miss part of what God wants 
  to show us..  There is the other camp that all they do is study the book of    
  Revelation.  They can’t get themself out of it.  This is also unhealthy because this   
  group misses out on a lot of the practical things God has called us to do while we   
  wait for the return of Jesus.  ex: “Late Great Planet Earth” and the Jesus People -   
  many stopped working or being engaged in society.   
  2.  There is also a view called Extreme Preterism is the view that all Bible    
  prophecy has been fulfilled and we are currently living in the millennial    
  reign, which began when the temple was destroyed in A.D. 70.  The problems   
  with this view is it creates a lack of expectancy for future fulfillment of   
  biblical prophecies and can lead to hopelessness.  Some extremists even   
  believe there are no demons or Satan left to contend with and there is no   
  literal hell.  The view that there is no future judgment is an error and is a big   
  piece of what we will be looking at in chapter 1 tonight. 

II.  The Righteous Judgment of God 



 A.  2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 Paul’s Greeting 

  1.  Paul wrote on the behalf of Timothy and Silas and he declared grace and peace 
  from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
  2.  Before we look at verses on judgment, it’s important to remember that’s God’s   
  frequency is grace and peace F.M.  Many can’t distinguish God’s voice because   
  they are listening from the wrong frequency.  
  3.  God is a God of grace and peace even when we view God’s judgment.  Why?    
  True love protects.  God loves His kids and when something tries to harm His   
  kids, He will ultimately judge that to protect His kids.  Ex: Me and my kids. 

 B.  2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 God’s Final Judgment 

  1.  Verses 3-4 While Paul does have to bring some correction in this letter, he   
  doesn’t have to correct there faith and love towards one another.  Paul actually   
  boasted about there faith and love to other churches.  This is consistent with 1   
  Thessalonians 1:7-8 that says that this church had been an example to all those   
  in Macedonia and Achaia and there faith had sounded out throughout the rest of   
  the world.  Interestingly, there faith is strong and love are strong, but we find   
  there hope is lacking because of some erroneous beliefs.   
  2.  Verse 5 Faith in the midst of persecution and love expressed toward one   
  another are manifest (revealed) evidence of God’s kingdom, for which we suffer.   
   a.  This is also evidence of God’s judgment.  Not His judgment on us,   
   but His judgment on Jesus at the cross.  This judgment gave us the    
   opportunity to believe and allowed the Holy Spirit to move inside of us,   
   which gave us the nature of God, which operates in faith and love.  
   b.  Faith and love are fruit of the Spirit according to  Galatians 5.  
  3.  Verse 6-7 True love protects.  True love is affectionate and serves, but it also   
  protects.  If I see a man in here let his wife get beat up and not stop it, I would say 
  you don’t love your wife. 1 Corinthians 13:7 NIV love protects. The Greek   
  word for protect is stego which means to cover or literally be a roof over.  The   
  roof over my house protects me from the elements.  True love protects. 
  4.  Verse 8 God will take vengeance on those don’t know Him. 
   a.  vengence - ekdikasysis - vindication, retribution 
   b.  obey - comes from a Greek word which means to hear or harken.  The   
   root of our faith isn’t action, it’s hearing.  If our actions arena’t right, we   
   need change what we are listening to.  The focus needs to be on our   
   hearing, not our actions! 
  5.  Verse 9 This is opposite of the universalist teaching that there is no hell.  It also 
  reveals what hell really is about (being from/apart from the presence of God.   
  Psalm 139:8 says if I descend into hell, you ar there.     
  6.  Verse 10 When judgment comes, He is glorified in the saints (in not to -   
  that, but it’s awesome.)  He’s glorified because we believe!  Luke 16.  



 C.  2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 Paul’s Prayer for the Thessalonians  

  1.  The way we are counted (accounted/considered) is that we would continue to   
  believe and trust in Jesus.  It is not our individual actions we do that causes God   
  to consider us worthy.  It is faith in the heart that makes us worthy.   
  2.  Out of faith in the heart, God’ is able to fulfill His pleasure in our lives and   
  works His goodness in our lives so the name of Jesus is glorified.  

III.  Conclusion - Hopefully we’ve seen that God is going to avenge His beloved.  This is 
righteous judgment!  I want to close in prayer tonight that we would continue to believe Jesus in 
the midst of hardship and challenge.  Out of this God will work His good pleasure in our lives so 
the name of Jesus is glorified! 

 A. Pray Closing Prayer 

 B.  Call Up Prayer Team 


