
Acts: The Gospel Gone Viral 
Lesson 17 “Revival Comes in Waves” 

I. Introduction -  We are are in a series on Acts.  We are going through the entire book and 
looking at how the Church was born in revival and this caused the Gospel to go viral.    

 A. Last week we began studying a 4th major revival in the early church, which was the   
 revival in Samaria discussed in Acts 8.  

  1.   We saw last week through Phillips preaching that was accompanied by signs   
  and wonders an entire city was filled with joy. 
  2.  This thought is a paradigm shift for many people, but it is what we are called   
  to step into. The move of God must leave the church and affect a city. 
   
 B.  Today I want to take a deeper look at how this sort of thing happens.  This revival in   
 Samaria didn’t happen off of just one move of God.  This was at least the second wave.   

  1.  In honor of Mother’s Day we are going to talk about the first revival in    
  Samaria that was initiated by the Samaritan woman out of her relationship with   
  Jesus.  The first evangelist in the Bible was a woman.   
  2.  Evan Roberts was effected by previous revivals in Wales before God used him   
  to initiate the Welsh Revival.  The story about Wales reached reached Los Angeles 
  that led to the Azusa Street Revival.  This pattern holds through history which   
  is why we must constantly talk about the previous moves of God.  

II.  Revival Comes in Waves 

 A.  Jesus meets the Samaritan Woman 

  1.  Jesus asks her to draw him water out of the well.  This shocks her because the   
  Jews didn’t speak to the Samaritans because of religious and cultural differences - 
  Samaritans seen as half breeds.  (Revival breaks down racial barriers ex: Azusa). 
  2.  This leads to a conversation about living water.  Jesus said the water He   
  provides and anyone who drinks of the water He provides will never thirst again. 
  
 B.  John 4:15-26 Jesus’s Encounter with the Samaritan Woman 
  
  1.  Jesus operates in the gifts of the spirit.  This is something we have seen in   
  every move of God in Acts so far.  This is important because we must learn that   
  signs and wonders are essential to great moves of God.   
  2.  The woman responds by talking to Jesus about religious form and which   
  mountain to worship God on and Jesus cuts to the heart.  It’s not about form, it’s   
  always been about intimacy with God which is demonstrated by obedience.  



   a.  We have many modern examples of focusing on religious form that   
   hinder revival.   
   b.  Some say women can’t preach, yet Acts 2 says daughters shall    
   prophecy.   
   c.  Some focus on the style of worship (contemporary, traditional, etc), but 
   this passage shows that true worship leads to evangelism.  If our worship   
   style doesn’t lead to reaching people for Jesus it is a sign we are   
   elevating religious form above the heart of God.  
  
 C.  John 4:27-42 Worship Leads to Revival 

  1.  John 4:28-30 The woman goes back to Samaria and tells of her encounter with 
  Jesus.  The key to evangelism isn’t being a great theologian. It’s telling your story.  
  People  want to hear about a God who changes lives.    
  2.  John 4:34 Jesus didn’t eat natural food because He had spiritual food to eat.    
  Our calling in life nourishes us more than natural food.  If you want to find out   
  what you are called to do ask, “what would I give up a meal to go do?” 
  3.  John 4:35 Divine Perspective - The disciples lived in the natural and they   
  would say, four months and then the harvest.  Jesus lived in a different realm so   
  He saw from a different perspective.  ex: John 3:13 
  4.  John 4:36-38 The disciples were called to reap what others sowed for.     
  Revival comes in waves.   
  5.  John 4:39-42 Many of the Samaritans believed and declared Jesus the Christ. 

III.  Conclusion - The event where Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well probably 
happened 6-8  years before the revival in Samaria from Acts 8.  Acts 8:8.   

 A.  We must remember things take time.  Just because we aren’t seeing the fulness of the   
 move of God we want in our individual lives or our nation, we must realize there are   
 waves of revival.   
   
  1.  How easy would it have been for the Samaritan woman to complain in 32 A.D. 
  and saying God, why did the move you started end or why was it not bigger?   
  2.  The tide of the Holy Spirit is always coming in.  We need to ride the wave. 

 B.  Closing Prayer 

 C.  Call Up Prayer Team 




