
Acts: The Gospel Gone Viral 
Lesson 15 “Newness of Life” 

I.  Introduction - I’m excited about today because we are going to baptize several folks at the 
end of service.   

 A.  In honor of that I’m going to teach about baptism this morning and how it symbolizes 
 newness of life.   

  1.  This is something Jesus commanded us to do with people when they got saved.   
  2.  Unfortunately, this has been reduced to tradition so we miss a lot of the    
  meaning and the power that is released through baptism.   
  3.  Today I want to explain it so we can understand what it means, why we do it,   
  and so we can receive the full benefit! 

 B.  As a reminder, we are doing a study through the book of Acts on Sundays.  We are   
 learning how the gospel went viral in the first century.  Acts 17:6 said the early church   
 turned the world upside down - That’s how big of an impact the gospel had.   

  1.  Last week we studied how God called Phillip out of a revival he helped start at 
  Samaria to go reach and Ethiopian eunuch that was searching for truth.   
  2.  Interestingly enough, Ignatius who is a key early church father said this   
  eunuch took the gospel back to Ethiopia and founded a church there.   
  3.  He was the treasurer under Queen Candace so he was a person God used who   
  had great influence to change the nation.   

 C.  This man had a significant change of life to take on an apostolic function to bring   
 change to a nation.  His salvation led to newness of life.   

II.  Newness of Life 

 A.  Acts 8:35-39 After this man is saved, the next thing he does is get baptized.   Why? 

  1.  Did he need to get baptized in order to be saved?  No.    
   a.  Luke 23:39-43 The thief on the cross didn’t get baptized and he is in   
   heaven. 
   b.  Ephesians 2:8 we are saved by grace through faith, not of works. 
   c.  Galatians 5:6 in Christ circumcision nor uncircumcision avails    
   anything, but faith working by love.  
  2.  Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change of heart.  It’s not something   
  we do to earn salvation, it is a public declaration of what has happened.  This is   
  something Jesus commanded in the Great Commission and is demonstrated   
  repeatedly in the early church - Matthew 28:19 



   a.  Acts 2:41 - Baptisms at Pentecost 
   b.  Acts 2:45-48 Baptisms of Gentiles 
   c.  Acts 16:31-33 Philippian jailor baptized.   
   d.  This leads to the question of what if I don’t want to make a public   
   profession of my faith?  In the Bible, there is no such thing as a private   
   faith.  It’s public, it is a way of life.  
  
 B.  Baptism breaks off the bondage of our past. We need to release faith for it. 

  1.  1 Corinthians 10:1-2   
   a.  Egypt is a picture of bondage (sin). 
   b.  Passing through the Red Sea to a promised land is a picture of    
   salvation. 
   c.  The Red Sea (baptism) cut off Pharaoh’s army and the bondage of   
   Egypt forever.  This is what happens at salvation. Satan and his army   
   and bondage to sin is cut off forever!  We get a new nature when we   
   are saved. 
  2.  Romans 6:3-11 
   a.  Our old man (sin nature) is buried. We are raised to newness of life. 
   b.  Baptism is a picture of washing away the old. 
   c.  We are now united to Christ.   
   d.  Verse 11 Importance of mind renewal. We must reckon or consider   
   ourselves dead to sin and alive to Christ Jesus our Lord.   

III.  Baptisms 

 1.  Have you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior? 
 2.  Do you by this act of baptism witness to this congregation you will follow Jesus as he   
 gives you the strength? 
 3.  I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

IV.  Conclusion 

 A.  Pray Closing Prayer 

 B.  Call Up Prayer Team  


